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S U B J E C T :  HIGH-LEVEL I N D I A N  GO\IERNE4EI4T O F F I C I A L ~ S  COMMENTS ON T H E  

V I S I T  TO I N D I A  O F  V A S I L Y  KUZNETSOV, S O V I E T  F I R S T  DEPUTY 1 
F O R E I G N  R I N L S T E F !  
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SOURCE : 

A N D  ACCU3ATEo + I H I S  I N 7 O R i ' l A T I O d  I S  R E L I A B L E  
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1. ..ON 15 DECEMEER. 1971 T H E  H I G H - L E V E L  GOVERNMENT O F F I C I A k T ? , .  
.L,. \ 

.%C/:I$,~~\ , 
D E S C R I B E D  ABOVE STA'IED :THAT SO\/IET Y 
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VASILY KUZNETSOV A R R I V E D  IIJ I N D I A  OiJ 12 DECEMaER T O  D I S C U S S  THE 

I N D I A N  GOVERNNENT O F F I C I A L  S A I D  THAT T H E  GOVERNMENT OF I N D I A  H A D  

, ~ K E D T H E  S O V I E T  UNION T O  G R A N T  POl..I?'ICAL R E C O G N I T I O N  T O  BANGLADESii 

A N D  IMiIEDIA1'ELY THEREAFTER TO S I G N  A DEZENSE TREATY WITH THE NEWLY- 

THE SOVIET UNION I S  NOT PREPARED T O  RECOGNIZE BANGLADESH UNTIL 

BANGLADESH FROM PAKISTANI F O R C E S .  KUZ NETSOV ADDED T H A T ,  

I F  T H E  USSR I S  T O  R E T A I N  WI-IATEVER SMALL INFLLIENCE 11 STILL.  HAS IN 

PAKISTAN, IT CANNOT RECOGNIZE BAEdGLADESH UNTIL T H E S E  C O N E I T I O N S  

2. ACCORDING T O  THE I N D I A N  OFFICIAL, THE SOVIET U N I O N  I S  T i r I -  

O m B R E A K  OF H O S T I L I T I E S o  'i KUZNETSOV HAS TOLD T H E  ICJDIANS THAT T H E  
** . 

' ,  - S O V I E T  POSIT I O N  114 THE -,SECUi?II'Y COUNCIL . O F  OPPOSIi4G A CcASE-?LiiE 

BECOillES ivIORE UNTENABLE T H E  LONGER T H E  W A R  GOES ON IN T H E  E A S T *  
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HE S T R E S S E D  T H E  I ; ~ P O R T A N C ~  OF G U I C K  AWD E C I S I M  I N D I A N  A C T I O N  

IN L I B E R A T I N G  B A N G L A D E S H  I ~ J  T H E  S H O R T E S T  T I i l l E  P O S S I B L E .  

' 3 .  K U Z N E T S O V  D E L A Y E D  H I S  S C H E D L U S D  R E T U ~ N  T O  MOSCOW B E C A U S E  

HE IS A W A I T I N G  S P E C I A L  I t j S i R u c ~  10:~s ?;'ROiq L E O N I D  B R Z Z H N E V  

G E N E R A L  .SECRETARY . OF T H E  S O V J ; E T  C[X".MU\IIST P A R T Y ,  R E G A R D I N G  I N D I A '  S 

REQUEST T H A T  T H E  S O V I E T  UI\ ) IO:I  S I G N  .A DEFENSE A G R E E M E N T  W I T H  T H E  

T I O N  O F  B A N G L A D E S H *  

N M O S C O W  WHSN 

K U Z N E T S O V  S E N T  H I M  T H E  R E Q U E S T  FOR G U I D A : J C E ,  

4. K U Z N E T S O V  A L S O  D I S C U S S Z i )  W I T H   INDIA^ L E A D E R S  T H E  . T H R E A T  O F  .. 

C H I N E S E  I N T E R V E N T I O I J o  T H E  I N D I A N  G O V E R l J I l l E N T  O F F I C I A L  S A I D  B O T H  

T H E  I N D I A N  O F F I C I A L S  AND K U Z t J E T S O V  A G R E E D  II' 1s P O S S I B L E  T H A T  T H E  * 

C I - I I N E S E  M A Y  D E C I D E  T O  L A U l J C H  A N  A T T A C K  T H R O U G H  S I I ( K 1 N e  THEY 

E S T I M A T E D  T H A T ,  A F T E R  A C C O i f l P L I S H I N G  T H E  L 1 ; I I I T E D  O B J E C T I V E  OF O V E R -  

W H E L M I N G  I N D I A N  D E F E N S I V E  P O S I T I O N  I N  T H 2  S I L I G U R I  A R E A ,  T H E  

CHINESE W O U L D  W I T H D R A W ~ B A C K  ACROSS T H E  BORDER AS THEY D I D  I N  1362 
, 

- - 
.... 

. T O  T H E  E N B A R R A S S P I E N T  O F  T H E  I N D I A N  G 0 V E ; I N i q E i J T b  

Rick Moss
declassified06/09/05



Rick Moss
declassified06/09/05




